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Thesis Title 
 
The Working Library of Walter de la Mare and its Impact 
on his own Poetry and Short Stories 
Image: National Portrait Gallery, copyright commons, http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/ 
Thesis Aim 
To examine Senate 
House [WdlM] in detail 
and, using a mixed 
methodology, to establish 
which of the books de la 
Mare owned can be 
traced in his own creative 
output, and, therefore, the 
extent to which [WdlM] 
can truly be described as 
a working library. 
 
Image: National Portrait Gallery, copyright 
commons, http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/
search/portrait/mw45926/ 
http://www.senatehouselibrary.ac.uk/our-collections/special-collections/printed-
special-collections/walter-de-la-mare-library 
•  Close reading of de la 
Mare’s poetry, short stories, 
novels and essays. 
•  Close reading of relevant 
books in [WdlM]. 
•  Archival research. 
•  Reading secondary sources. 
Thesis Methods 
Image: National Portrait Gallery, copyright 
commons, hthttp://www.npg.org.uk/collections/
search/portrait/mw44677 
•  Analysis of the books sold by 
Sotheby’s. 
•  Analysis of the catalogue data 
for [WdlM], enriched by 
bibliographic analysis of the 
physical collection. 
 
•  Close reading of de la 
Mare’s poetry, short stories, 
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•  Close reading of relevant 
books in [WdlM]. 
•  Archival research. 
•  Reading secondary sources. 
Thesis Methods 
•  Analysis of the books sold by 
Sotheby’s. 
•  Analysis of the catalogue data 
for [WdlM], enriched by 
bibliographic analysis of the 
physical collection. 
 
Qualitative 
Quantitative 
•  Analysis of the books sold by 
Sotheby’s. 
•  Analysis of the catalogue data 
for [WdlM], enriched by 
bibliographic analysis of the 
physical collection. 
 
Quantitative 
Thesis Methods 
Today’s Presentation 
Quantitative 
•  Analysis of the catalogue data 
for [WdlM] 
Quantitative 
•  Analysis of the catalogue data 
for [WdlM] 
•  Analysis of basic data from 
GladCat 
Today’s Presentation 
GladCat 
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/english/research/gladstone-library/  
GladCat 
http://gladcat.cirqahosting.com 
Today’s Presentation Builds On: 
Welsh, Anne. Metadata Output and the Researcher. CILIP Cataloguing and 
Indexing Group Conference, Canterbury, September 2014. 
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(2015): 2-8. 
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Index (in press). 
  
Welsh, Anne. The Rare Books Catalog and the Scholarly Database. Cataloging 
and Classification Quarterly 54.5-6 (2016): 317-337. 
  
Welsh, Anne. The Rare Books Catalogue as the Foundation of the Scholarly 
Database. IFLA Rare Books and Special Collections Section Midterm, Lisbon, 
Portugal, February, 2016. 
Davies, J. Keith and Fichtner, Gerhard (comp.). Freud’s Library: A 
Comprehensive Catalogue = Freud’s Bibliothek: Vollständiger Katalog. 
London: The Freud Museum ; Tübingen: Diskord, 2006. 
My Quantitative Methods Build On: 
Gosden, Chris, Larson, Frances with Petch, Alison. Knowing Things: 
Exploring the Collections at the Pitt Rivers Museum, 1884-1945. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2007. 
ESRC funded project, The Relational Museum, 
2002-2006, http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/
archive/20120215113206/http://history.prm.ox.ac.uk/ 
My Quantitative Methods Build On: 
Wingfield, Chris. Donors, Loaners, Dealers and Swappers. In Byrne, S. et 
al. Unpacking the Collection: Networks of Material and Social Agency in 
the Museum. New York: Springer, 2011: 119-140. 
ESRC funded project, The Other Within, 2006-2009 
http://web.prm.ox.ac.uk/england/index.html 
My Quantitative Methods Build On: 
http://criminalintent.org 
Alternatives (Reference Management) 
http://disc.library.emory.edu/lincoln/papermachines-2/ 
Alternatives (Topic Modelling) 
Topic Modelling the Archive 
Example Visualization of Topics in One Document 
Jonathan O. Cain. “Using Topic Modeling to Enhance Access to Library 
Digital Collections,” Journal of Web Librarianship (2016): online ahead of 
print, http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/19322909.2016.1193455 
Tomm, Jillian. The Imprint of the Scholar: an Analysis of the Printed 
Books of McGill University’s Raymond Klibansky Collection: thesis. 
Montreal: McGill University, 2012. 
My Quantitative Methods Build On: 
Quantitative Analysis from LMS Output 
260$c	   Normalised	  for	  Voyant	  Tools	  Corpus	  Terms	  
186-­‐?].	   186Xmaybe	  
1933?	   1933maybe	  
1910-­‐	   1910to1955	  
[1896].	   [1896].	  
	  	   1936to1953	  
[1922?]	   1922maybe	  
[1887?].	   1887maybe	  
[1889?]	   1889maybe	  
[1815?].	   1815maybe	  
[1923?].	   1923maybe	  
[189-­‐?].	   189Xmaybe	  
[1890?].	   1890maybe	  
1854-­‐56.	   1854to56.	  
[1875?]	   1875maybe	  
1898-­‐1899.	   1898to1899.	  
[1852?]	   1852maybe	  
1921-­‐	   1923to1956	  
[1887?].	   1887maybe	  
1919-­‐1944.	   1919to1944.	  
[1928?]	   1928maybe	  
18	  	  	  9	   1899	  
[1886?].	   1886maybe	  
[1934?]	   1934maybe	  
[18-­‐-­‐]	   18XX	  
[18-­‐-­‐].	   18XX	  
[between	  1851	  and	  1861]	   [between1851and1861]	  
[185-­‐?]	   185Xmaybe	  
[1903?]	   1903maybe	  
[18-­‐-­‐].	   18XX	  
1933?]	   1933maybe	  
Corpus Terms Applied to 260 $c 
http://voyant-tools.org/?
corpus=b97179d02ac2b12932174b2aa1e94857 
[Standard dates removed from grid on left for 
purpose of display on the slide – remaining dates 
are those that required normalisation] 
Frequency	   	  	   Frequency	   	  	   Frequency	   	  	   Frequency	   	  	   Frequency	   	  	  
Term	   Count	   Term	   Count	   Term	   Count	   Term	   Count	   Term	   Count	  
1896	   18	   1894	   7	   1857	   3	   1796	   1	   1880	   1	  
1912	   16	   1913	   7	   1879	   3	   1806	   1	   1881	   1	  
1930	   15	   1914	   7	   1893	   3	  1815maybe	   1	   1882	   1	  
1925	   14	   1917	   7	  18xx	   3	   1816	   1	  1886maybe	   1	  
1915	   13	   1921	   7	   1905	   3	   1832	   1	  1889maybe	   1	  
1920	   13	   1948	   7	   1938	   3	   1839	   1	  1890maybe	   1	  
1934	   13	   1908	   6	   1946	   3	   1840	   1	   1891	   1	  
1935	   13	   1886	   5	   1952	   3	   1844	   1	  1898to1899	   1	  
1910	   12	   1890	   5	   1828	   2	   1845	   1	  189xmaybe	   1	  
1916	   12	   1892	   5	   1838	   2	   1847	   1	   1901	   1	  
1919	   12	   1895	   5	   1850	   2	   1852	   1	  1903maybe	   1	  
1923	   12	   1898	   5	   1854	   2	  1852maybe	   1	  1910to1955	   1	  
1932	   12	   1944	   5	   1856	   2	   1853	   1	  1919to1944	   1	  
1897	   11	   1950	   5	   1877	   2	  1854to56	   1	  1922maybe	   1	  
1922	   11	  n.d	   5	   1884	   2	   1859	   1	  1923maybe	   1	  
1927	   11	   1887	   4	   1885	   2	  185xmaybe	   1	  1923to1956	   1	  
1929	   11	   1889	   4	  1887maybe	   2	   1860	   1	  1928maybe	   1	  
1933	   11	   1900	   4	   1888	   2	   1862	   1	  1934maybe	   1	  
1924	   10	   1906	   4	   1899	   2	   1864	   1	  1936to1953	   1	  
1926	   10	   1907	   4	   1903	   2	   1866	   1	   1940	   1	  
1936	   10	   1937	   4	   1904	   2	   1867	   1	   1942	   1	  
1911	   9	   1939	   4	  1933maybe	   2	   1868	   1	  between1851and1861	   1	  
1931	   9	   1941	   4	   1943	   2	   1869	   1	  c1909	   1	  
1909	   8	   1949	   4	   1945	   2	  186xmaybe	   1	  c1912	   1	  
1918	   8	   1947	   2	   1871	   1	  c1918	   1	  
1928	   8	   1953	   2	   1874	   1	  c1922	   1	  
1951	   8	   1954	   2	   1875	   1	  c1923	   1	  
1955	   2	  1875maybe	   1	  c1926	   1	  
c1924	   2	   1876	   1	  c1931	   1	  
ca1900	   1	  
Corpus Terms Applied to 260 $c 
http://voyant-tools.org/?
corpus=b97179d02ac2b12932174b2aa1e94857 
No.	  Subject	  Headings	   568	  
Average	  No.	  Subject	  Headings	  /	  
Bibliographic	  Item	   1.019748654	  
No.	  Personal	  Headings	   64	  
Average	  No.	  Personal	  Headings	  /	  
Bibliographic	  Item	   0.15807899	  
No.	  Geographic	  Headings	   34	  
Average	  No.	  Geographic	  Headings/
Bibliographic	  Item	   0.061041293	  
Total	  No.	  Headings	  	   666	  
Average	  No.	  Headings/Bibliographic	  
Item	   1.1956912	  
Usefulness of 600, 650 and 651 as Applied 
https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeSHM/
H0180.pdf 
“Rough Subjects” 
[Because subject headings were inconsistent, used own homemade ones] 
Presence of Annotations 
[Images removed for copyright reasons] 
Significance of Annotations 
[Images removed for copyright reasons] 
[Images removed for copyright reasons] 
Annotation by Gladstone of Sayle’s introduction to Henry Schliemann. Troja: Results 
of the Latest Researches and Discoveries on the Site of Homer’s Troy … London: 
John Murray, 1884. Gladstone’s Library, used with permission. 
Contextualising Annotations 
[Image removed for copyright reasons] 
Catalogue Meets Research Database 
http://gladcat.cirqahosting.com 
http://gladcat.cirqahosting.com 
http://gladcat.cirqahosting.com 
Left image: Gladstone’s flyleaf index to 
Novels and Tales of the Author of 
Waverley. Vol. VI. Rob Roy. Edinburgh: 
Constable, 1822. Gladstone’s Library, 
used with permission. 
 
Right image: GladCat description of 
flyleaf index, http://
gladcat.cirqahosting.com 
[Image removed for 
copyright reasons] 
Some annotations by Gladstone 
of Novels and Tales of the Author 
of Waverley. Vol. VI. Rob Roy. 
Edinburgh: Constable, 1822. 
Gladstone’s Library, used with 
permission. 
[Images removed for copyright reasons] 
The Five Laws of Library Science 
 
1. Books are for use. 
2. Every reader his book. 
3. Every book its reader. 
4. Save the time of the reader. 
5. The library is a growing organism. 
~ S.R. Ranganathan. 2nd ed. 1957. 
               Four generic user tasks have been defined for the purposes of this study.    
               The tasks are defined in relation to the elementary uses that are made of  
               the data by the user: 
 
•  to find entities that correspond to the user’s stated search criteria (i.e., to locate 
either a single entity or a set of entities in a file or database as the result of a 
search using an attribute or relationship of the entity); 
•  to identify an entity (i.e., to confirm that the entity described corresponds to the 
entity sought, or to distinguish between two or more entities with similar 
characteristics); 
•  to select an entity that is appropriate to the user’s needs (i.e., to choose an 
entity that meets the user’s requirements with respect to content, physical 
format, etc., or to reject an entity as being inappropriate to the user’s needs); 
•  to acquire or obtain access to the entity described (i.e., to acquire an entity 
through purchase, loan, etc., or to access an entity electronically through an 
online connection to a remote computer). 
http://www.ifla.org/publications/functional-requirements-for-bibliographic-records 
“
“Elementary uses” 
Collaboration 
“It occurs to me that professional librarians should often team 
up with literary scholars for joint efforts on these projects – the 
resulting studies would be less eccentric in catalog form, 
would offer fuller cross-indexes and bibliographies, and yet 
could link the association volumes to the authors’ writings.” 
 
 
- Alan Gribben. “Private Libraries of American Authors: Dispersal, Custody 
and Description.” The Journal of Library History 21.2 (1986): 311. 
 
Image: Wikimedia, https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/88/Public_librarian.jpg 
Distant Collaboration 
Distant Collaboration 
[Record created in 1993 still 
contributing to research today]  
